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UM FACULTY MEMBERS ACCOMPANY 
HICKEL ON SNAKE RIVER TRIP
MISSOULA---
Two University of Montana faculty members recently accompanied Secretary of the 
Interior Walter J. Hickel on a 100-ipile jet boat trip up the Snake River in Idaho.
Dr. John J. Craighead, leader of the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit;
Dr. Bartholomew W. O'Gara, assistant leader of the research unit; television stars 
Arthur Godfrey and Burl Ives, and Idaho conservationists showed Hickel the recreation­
al opportunities of a free-flowing river.
Dr. O ’Gara, a zoology lecturer and faculty affiliate at UM, said Godfrey boated 
and fished on the Snake River last year and was instrumental in convincing Hickel that 
he should see the river and Hells Canyon, as well as the dams and reservoirs on the 
river.
"Proponents of more dams on the Snake River have recently claimed," Dr. O'Gara 
said, "that only a few ’idle rich’ have the opportunity of enjoying wild rivers, 
while the slack waters of reservoirs provide recreation for thousands."
"During this trip, many more boats and rafts were observed on the free-flowing 
river than on the reservoirs where mud flats made it difficult to launch boats," 
he added.
Dr. O ’Gara said that Secretary Hickel indicated that he would oppose additional 
dams on the Snake River and that he wished some of those present could be removed.
Dr. Craighead, a faculty affiliate and professor of forestry and zoology at UM, 
was recently featured with other members of the Craighead family in a National Geo­
graphic article and film about a trip they made up the Snake River.
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